
District Communication 3/24/21 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 

At the March 23 special meeting of the Sierra Sands Unified School District Board of Education, 
trustees unanimously approved a resolution (see Resolution starting on page 2 of this 
document) to bring TK-5th grade elementary students and high school seniors back to school on 
April 5, and 6th-11th grade secondary students by April 19. 

Parents/Guardians of elementary school students:  Student registrations have been completed 
for either In-person or Distance Learning (DL) schedules which will begin on Monday, April 5.  If you 
have any questions, please contact your teacher or principal. 

Parents/Guardians of seniors:  You will be contacted by your school today about the registration 
process for In-person or Distance Learning (DL) scheduling. Seniors who choose In-person 
schedules will return to on campus instruction on Monday, April 5. 

Parents/Guardians of 6th-11th grade students:  The district is working on planning and schedule 
details. You will be contacted by your school soon to begin the registration process for In-person or 
Distance Learning (DL) scheduling. We do not yet have a firm start date, but a start date of no later 
than April 19 has been established.  Updated information will be communicated with you in the 
coming days. 

Hybrid In-Person Learning - what is it?  Students who are registered for In-person learning will 
be in the classroom with their teacher for direct instruction for part of the day.  And, why? From the 
beginning, we have promised parents that during this school year, there would be a choice between 
In-person and Distance Learning in our transition back to the classroom.  To fulfill our promise, we 
must implement schedules that allow our teachers and staff to incorporate both types of instruction.  
It is a challenge to do this, but we know that every day counts.  Returning back to the classroom is 
extremely important.   

The In-person hybrid schedules in place for the remainder of this school year will allow for 
continuity of learning so that In-person or Distance Learning instruction will carry on with least 
disruption to our students. 

Summary: 

I want to thank everyone during this unexpected journey through the pandemic. Nothing about the 
journey for anyone has been perfect, but I am grateful for the teamwork we’ve come to rely upon 
among staff, students, and parents. Together, we maximized our efforts through Distance Learning. 
Now it's time to transition back into the classroom. It will be exciting to see how we integrate new 
learning methods into our new norm beyond this school year. 

Sincerely, 
Dave Ostash 
Superintendent 










