
SIERRA SANDS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

Board of Education 
Special Concurrent Meeting 

 
NOVEMBER 20, 2014 

Ridgecrest City Council Chambers 
100 West California Avenue 

www.ssusdschools.org 
 
 
 
 

 
A  G  E  N  D  A 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 7:00 P.M. 
 

Amy Castillo-Covert 
Judy Dietrichson 
Bill Farris 
Tom Pearl, Vice President/Clerk 
Kurt Rockwell, President 
Michael Scott 
 
Ernest M. Bell, Jr., Superintendent 
 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
1. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
10.    CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION 
 
        10.4   Approval of Bid Selection for Repair to Sierra Vista Education Center Commercial   
                  Units 
 
11. BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
 
 11.1  Approval to Sell Two CNG School Buses Previously Declared Surplus Property 
 
12.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

We, the members of the Board of Education of the Sierra Sands Unified School District, are committed to providing 
the highest quality education in a safe environment to all K-12 students.  We believe the school shares with the family, 
church, and community the responsibility for developing life-long learners who are responsible, productive citizens. 
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SIERRA SANDS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT NOVEMBER 20, 2014 
 
 
10. CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION 
 

10.4 Approval of Bid Selection for Repair to Sierra Vista Education Center Commercial   
 Units  

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  In November, 2013 significant water damage 
was sustained to the Sierra Vista Educational Center (SVEC) commercial units.  The 
damage was due to the fact that the roof on the units was in the process of being re-
placed and the units were open to the elements during a seasonal downpour.  Immedi-
ate measures taken were to help tenants move out of the units and cleanup was per-
formed by both staff and ServiceMaster.  Tenants were provided with temporary loca-
tions until such time as the units could be restored to their previous condition.  The 
original roofing company has since repaired the roof on all commercial units affected 
at no additional cost to the district. 
 
CURRENT CONSIDERATIONS:  The district initiated a claim with Self Insured 
Schools of California (SISC) in order to recoup the costs associated with the damage.  
A representative of SISC visited the district and inspected the facilities.  The claim has 
been approved and a settlement has been achieved.  Subsequently, the district Project 
Management Company – Maas Co. was requested to head up the restoration project.  
A bid packet was prepared and posted on the district website, an advertisement was 
placed in the Daily Independent newspaper, and local vendors were contacted.  Bid re-
sponses were received from C. Martin Company, Inc. with $67,450.00, Stevens Con-
struction with S 95,839.00, and PVC Plumbing & Mechanical, Inc. with   $96,609.00.                    
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:  Based on the responses received, C. Martin Compa-
ny, Inc.  was determined to be the overall lowest qualified bidder. 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S RECOMMENDATION:  It is the superintendent’s recom-
mendation that the board authorize staff to contract with C. Martin Company, Inc.  for 
the repair of the water damaged units at the SVEC.  
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SIERRA SANDS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT NOVEMBER 20, 2014 
 
 
11. BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
 

11.1 Approval to Sell Two CNG School Buses Previously Declared Surplus Property  
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  Pursuant to Education Code Section 17642, the 
Governing Board may sell property belonging to the district without advertisement for 
or receipt of bids provided the selling price and the terms of sale are approved by the 
Governing Board and the County Superintendent of Schools.  Sierra Sands Unified 
School District owns two school buses that are fueled by compressed natural gas 
(CNG) which were declared surplus at a previous school board meeting due to the fact 
that a local CNG fueling station is no longer available.  The nearest fueling station is 
in California City, 38 miles from Ridgecrest.  The vehicles to be sold are as follows: 
 
Quantity       Model Year       Description                                         District Vehicle No. 
      1                      2003                 School Bus, Blue Bird, 84-Passenger CNG                     2 
      1                      2005                 School Bus, Blue Bird, 84-Passenger CNG                     3 

 
CURRENT CONSIDERATIONS:  A number of districts expressed interest in these 
buses, and staff received several offers.  After all interested parties had an opportunity 
to respond it was determined that Lompoc Unified School District submitted the high-
est proposal at $82,000 including any applicable sales tax. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:  The proceeds of this sale in the amount of $82,000 
will be deposited into the General Fund. 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that the board 
approve the sale of designated surplus school buses to Lompoc Unified School Dis-
trict, contingent upon authorization by the Kern County Superintendent of Schools. 
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