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A  G  E  N  D  A 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 7:00 P.M. 
 

Amy Castillo-Covert 
Bill Farris, President 
Tim Johnson 
Kurt Rockwell 
Michael Scott, Vice President/Clerk 
 
Ernest M. Bell, Jr., Superintendent 
 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
1.    ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
8.    PERSONNEL ADMINISTRATION 
 
 8.5  Ratification of Tentative Agreement between the Desert Area Teachers Association 
               (DATA) and the Board of Education Regarding Settlement of Contract Issues for  
               2014-15 
 
9.   ADJOURNMENT 
 
 

We, the members of the Board of Education of the Sierra Sands Unified School District, are committed to providing 
the highest quality education in a safe environment to all K-12 students.  We believe the school shares with the family, 
church, and community the responsibility for developing life-long learners who are responsible, productive citizens. 
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SIERRA SANDS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT MAY 21, 2105 

8. PERSONNEL ADMINISTRATION

8.5    Ratification of Tentative Agreement between the Desert Area Teachers Association
(DATA) and the Board of Education Regarding Settlement of Contract Issues for 

               2014-15 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  The DATA and district negotiation teams reached 
a tentative agreement for 2014-15. 

CURRENT CONSIDERATIONS:  DATA and the district reached a tentative 
agreement regarding contract language changes and proposals. The most prominent 
feature of the tentative agreement is the proposed 2015-2016 pilot collaboration 
schedule (under Article VI Work Hours), which results in a 30-minute late student start 
on Wednesdays.  Another notable change under the same article is the provision that 
secondary teachers may choose to substitute on their prep period and either earn the 
substitute hourly rate of pay, or compensatory time. A signed tentative agreement, 
which outlines all changes, are included in the Board packet. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: Minimal costs may be incurred by the changes in the 
tentative agreement.  The potential for a slight increase in substitute costs may be 
incurred with the change from two (2) to three (3) confidential leave days; and the 
change from $2 to $3 per day, per student for overages on speech therapist caseloads 
may result in a very minor increase to district cost.  

 SUPERINTENDENT’S RECOMMENDATION: Ratify the tentative agreement 
between the Desert Area Teachers Association (DATA) and the Board of Education 
regarding contract issues for 2014-15 as presented. 
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Collaboration Pilot for 2015-2016 

This pilot program is in place for one year, 2015-2016. After the completion of the pilot, the 

District and DATA will negotiate its continuance.  

 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday Work Schedules are as follows: 

 Arrival Time Leave Time Duty-free lunch Teacher Work Day 

Burroughs 

*Exceptions 
for period 1, 
which begins 
@ 6:22 a.m. 

7:20 a.m. 2:50 p.m. 45 minute lunch 6 hours 45 minutes 
Teacher prep time is embedded into the day. 

Faller 7:45 a.m. 2:35 p.m. 45 minute lunch 6 hours and 05 minutes 
Teacher prep time is not embedded into the 
day.  

 Arrival Time Leave Time Duty-free lunch Teacher Work Day 

Gateway 7:45 a.m. 2:30 p.m. 45 minute lunch  6 hours and no minutes 
Teacher prep time is not embedded into the 
day. 

Inyokern 8:00 a.m. 2:45 p.m. 45 minute lunch 6 hours and no minutes 
Teacher prep time is not embedded into the 
day. 

Las Flores 7:45 a.m. 2:30 p.m. 45 minute lunch 6 hours and no minutes 
Teacher prep time is not embedded into the 
day. 

Monroe 7:10 a.m. 2:35 p.m. 45 minute lunch 6 hours and 40 minutes 
Teacher prep time is embedded into the day. 

Murray 7:10 a.m. 2:35 p.m.  45 minute lunch 6 hours and 40 minutes 
Teacher prep time is embedded into the day. 

Pierce 8:45 a.m. 3:30 p.m. 45 minute lunch 6 hours and no minutes 
Teacher prep time is not embedded into the 
day. 

Rand 8:15 a.m. 2:45 p.m. 45 minute lunch 5 hours and 45 minutes 
Teacher prep time is not embedded into the 
day. 
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Richmond 8:45 a.m. 3:30 p.m. 45 minute lunch 6 hours and no minutes 
Teacher prep time is not embedded into the 
day. 

Mesquite 7:10 a.m. 1:00 p.m. 45 minute lunch 5 hours and 05 minutes 
Teacher prep time is not embedded into the 
day. 

Non-site 
based District 
Project 
Teachers 

Flex Flex 60 minutes 7 hours and no minutes 

 
Wednesday Collaboration Work Schedules are as follows: 

 Arrival Time Leave Time Duty-free lunch Work Day Hours 

Burroughs 
*Exceptions for 
period 1, which 
does not meet. 

7:00 a.m. 2:50 p.m. 45 minute lunch 7 hours and 05 minutes 
 

 

 Arrival Time Leave Time Duty-free lunch Work Day Hours 

Faller 7:30 a.m. 
 

2:35 p.m. 45 minute lunch 6 hours and 20 minutes 

Gateway 7:30 a.m. 2:30 p.m. 45 minute lunch 6 hours and 15 minutes 

Inyokern 7:45 a.m. 2:45 p.m. 45 minute lunch 6 hours and 15 minutes 

Las Flores 7:30 a.m. 2:30 p.m. 45 minute lunch 6 hours and 15 minutes 

Monroe 7:00 a.m. 
Collaboration will 
be shorter. 

2:35 p.m. 45 minute lunch 6 hours and 50 minutes 

Murray 7:00 a.m. 
Collaboration will 
be shorter. 

2:35 p.m. 45 minute lunch 6 hours and 50 minutes 

Pierce 8:30 a.m. 3:30 p.m. 45 minute lunch 6 hours and 15 minutes 

Rand *The schedule is the same as M, T, TH, F. 

Richmond 8:30 a.m. 3:30 p.m. 45 minute lunch 6 hours and 15 minutes 

Mesquite *The schedule is the same as M, T, TH, F. 

Non-site 
based District 

*The schedule is the same as M, T, TH, F. 
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Project 
Teachers 

 

Instruction on collaboration day begins 30 minutes after the regular start of instruction.  Staff 

meetings will be reduced to 2 hours per month.  Grade-level meetings will be in abeyance  

during the pilot year. 

Collaboration time shall be defined as time when teachers regularly meet to work in groups to 

improve student learning.  Administration and bargaining unit members will mutually develop 

an agenda within the collaboration model.  Collaboration shall be used to enhance effectiveness 

of instructional practices by focusing on student progress; to engage in dialogue relating to 

curriculum and instructional standards; to articulate and implement pacing plans; to use results 

of assessment to guide instruction; to determine student progress towards common 

assessments; to establish interventions; to share knowledge of subject matter content and best 

teaching strategies; and to apply materials, resources, and technologies to make subject matter 

accessible to students.  Collaboration time will not be used for regular staff meetings, District 

meetings, or individual teacher classroom preparation time. 
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